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LStyle Takes A Seat

Murdock Solon Architects brings a balance of history and 
modernity to this Upper West Side residence, reimagining 

a longtime family home with timeless elegance. 

S et within a 1912 Gaetan Ajello–
designed landmark, this Upper 
West Side apartment tells the story 
of evolution, artistry, and enduring 

connection. For more than 25 years, the same 
couple has called it home—and when it came 
time for a complete transformation, designers 
Kelly Solon and Shea Murdock returned to 
reimagine the space they first helped shape 
in 1999. The design duo sought to honor the 
building’s architectural pedigree while infusing 
the interiors with a gallery-like sophistication 
befitting the couple’s art-filled lifestyle.

“The goal was to elevate the home to reflect 
the couple’s carefully curated art collection, 
upgrade the mechanical systems—a challenging 
task in a landmarked building—and give the 
space a refined, distinctive identity that mirrored 
the owners’ style and sensibilities,” says Kelly 

From left: A Scandinavian 
Sway Back Chair adds 
sculptural warmth and 
timeless design appeal.
by Bayside Upholstery; 
a Vaughan ceiling light 
illuminates the space with 
understated elegance.

BEST LIVING ROOM
Murdock Solon Architects

Boris Prime Renovation

THE DESIGN 9 
AWARDS



Murdock. “Throughout, custom design details 
incorporate materials and artworks collected over 
years of travel.”

Each room balances historical resonance with 
modern refinement. A custom wallpaper inspired 
by an Egyptian artist’s sketchbook and a kimono 
silk headboard sourced in Amsterdam bring layers 

of global influence to the home’s intimate narrative. 
Meticulously restored moldings, bespoke millwork, 
and state-of-the-art systems breathe new life into 
the century-old residence. The result is a luminous, 
deeply personal space where cultivated luxury 
meets lived-in warmth—a timeless reflection of 
both its architecture and its owners.

Design Details
Type
Apartment
Location
Upper West Side
Architecture
Murdock Solon 
Architects
murdocksolon.com
Builders
Boris Deniau, Boris 
Prime Renovation
borisprimerenovation.com
Interior Design
Kelly Murdock Solon
murdocksolon.com
Millwork
Franklin Nunez, NR 
Wood Design Corp, 
nrwooddesign.com
Painters
Atelier Premiere 
atelier-premiere.com

RESOURCES

Benjamin Moore
Paint  
benjaminmoore.com
Meoded /  
Sherwin Williams
Paint
sherwin-williams.com
Warp & Weft
Rug
warpandweft.com
Minotti
Sofa
minotti.com
Audo Copenhagen
Coffee Table 
Androgyne Lounge 
Table, Calacatta 
Marble Top and Base
audocph.com
Serip
Sconces 
serip.com
Vaughan
Ceiling Light 
vaughandesigns.com
Bayside Upholstery
Custom Banquette

An Audo coffee table 
anchors the room with its 
sculptural base and sleek 
top, complemented by a 
Minotti sofa and a richly 
textured bespoke Kooches 
rug by Tom DeMarco 
that together create a 
harmonious balance of 
form and comfort.


