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Artist KEHINDE WILEY
wanted a space that was big enough
to hold his mammoth

canvases and a thousand
of his closest friends.

ORMALLY, I WOULDN'T go for a space this
ambitious,” says artist Kehinde Wiley, surveying
his 3,200-square-foot rental studio, with its
soaring eighteen-foot ceilings (the bedroom is reached by
a walkway that's eight feet in the air). But Wiley was
determined to live and work in the same space, and since
his chosen format is modern heroic portraiture, and
his canvases run, oh, about nine feet by twelve feet, he
had specific requirements when he decided to leave
his West 23rd Street studio a vear ago.

“I saw a few spaces in Manhattan, but they weren't quite
as cavernous as I wanted,” he says. “And the price was
prohibitive.”

He didn't need the square footage just for his work:
Wiley is a famous party-thrower. “One of the great
things about having a lot of artist friends is that they can
introduce you to more of them, and then you have
a whole community of people who can converge into
a space,” he says. Some nights, he figures, a thousand
people have passed through the living room. “We have a




Iy the studio main living space,

the windows fioce west and north;

Wiley can see Manhattan from

the couch. The wallz were a dull
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painted them a deep tomalo red.
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The gray chatrs come from b
furniture store Towo Jukes, wiich
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