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good Is in
the detalils

in custom work, every
little thing counts big

not so big 10 / rogers marvelous /
finne’s finery / how’s business? /
stock answers / the office next door
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by meghan drueding,
cheryl weber,
shelley d. hutchins,
and nigel f. maynard

another
solution
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when architects rethink the little things, big achievements result.

etails, details. Beautiful,
creative, well-executed details
can mean the difference
between a pleasant project
and a showstopper. They hold the power
to make a houseguest forever remember
the room where she slept, or a car slow
down as it drives by a building, or a
design awards judge develop instant
respect for an architect he’s never met.
Not every exceptional detail calls out
for attention—in fact, many of the best
ones are so subtle, few people consciously
register them. But their effects on a
space are profound. We at residential
architect think the details on the following
pages deserve a close look—and perhaps
the ultimate compliment of emulation
or adaptation. They’re clever, practical,
finely crafted, and, in some cases, even
gorgeous. They elevate each project
they inhabit. They put the heart and art
in architecture.—m.d.

Visit www.residentialarchitect.com to view enlarged versions
of drawings and photographs shown in this article.
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another
solution

mind the gap

architect: Murdock Young Architects,
New York City

project: Lake House, Montauk, N.Y.
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detail: Trusses

When summer residences are closed in with drywall,
théi(' lose the casual charm of the old uninsulated
beach houses, says architect Robert Young, AIA. The
task of éxposing the rafters of this lakeside home got _ Py Y e
him thinking about using materials in ways that express | 2 34" £7 ST, TRV BHT S
their strengths. “We were talking about doing a . / o WL oo s
knife-blade connection between the trusses,” he says.

“It’s usually concealed except for the bolt heads on
the surface. What I found interesting is that the wood
elements are doing the work in the middle of the ; i
span, but at the moment of connection, it’s all about Capppveds FIUET WEOS) THP.
the steel. That led to the idea to leave a 1-inch gap to
show what’s going on.”

All intersecting timbers are held apart to expose a "
sliver of the embedded stainless steel knife plates. Of 'fzbﬂ:: 13 mj
course, this more artful solution required the expertise
of builder Rick Shumway, who used a plunge chain
saw to chisel a thin, deep slot into the Douglas fir
trusses to accept the plates at predetermined angles.
At center span, the plates receive a stainless steel rod
that slips through a sleeve and is tethered to the ridge.

“Elements in compression—the solid wood—need
to be heavy and strong,” Young says. “But a rod in
tension can be very thin. The materials express what’s
going on structurally.”—c.w.
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Highly insulating, 6-inch-thick
SIPs on the roof allowed Robert
Young to expose the rafters.

To reduce echo, he laid white-
painted wood ceiling boards over
an absorbent mat. A small gap
between the boards traps sound.
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Each truss consists of two rafters, two
diagonals, and two bottom timbers. The
horizontal span is joined by two knife
plates welded onto a stainless steel rod.
Young arranged the acorn nuts as a
decorative element.

general contractor: Atlantic Collaborative
Construction Co., Bridgehampton, N.Y.
steel fabricator: Peconic Ironworks,
Southampton, N.Y.

structural engineer: Robert Silman
Associates, New York City

materials: Painted 4x10 kiln-dried Douglas
fir, stainless steel rods, knife plates, bolts,
washers, decorative nuts

photography: Michael Moran
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