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HPD-sponsored multi-building, mixed-use proj

ect that Gotham Organization Inc. will develop in
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Clinton, Manhattan. Image: Courtesy of SLCE Architects/RSpline.
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Rezoning/UDAAP
Clinton, Manhattan

Full-block, West Side mixed-
use project approved

HPD-sponsored project will create
600 permanently affordable housing
units, convert ES. 51 into residential
housing, andbuild a newschoolon the
projectsite. On March 3, 2010, the City
Council approved the Department of
Housing Preservation and Develop-
ment’s proposal to allow the Gotham
Organization Inc. to develop a 1.15
million sq.ft. mixed-use project that
willoccupy most ofthe block between
West 44th and 45th Streets and Tenth
and Eleventh Avenues in Manhattan.
The project site is currently occupied
by two parking lots, Shamrock Sta-
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bles, a vacant warehouse, and PS. 51,
a 276-seat elementary school. An
open rail cut with below-grade tracks
used by Amtrak's Empire Line occu-
pies the site’s easternmost portion. In
2001, the City’s Economic Develop-
ment Corporation proposed to con-
struct a television production facility,
known as Studio City, but the project
never materialized.

Gotham will build four residen-
tial structures on the site and convert
PS.51into aresidential building. The
School Construction Authority will
build a 631-seat public school to the
south of the existing school, which
will frontWest 44th Streetand be par-
tially funded by Gotham. The entire
project will provide approximately
1,250 residential units, 600 of which
will be permanently affordable.

On the site’s Eleventh Avenue

western edge, (cont’d on page 23)
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NYU's proposed Center for Academic and Spiritual Life at 58 Washington Square
South. Image: Courtesy of Machado and Silvetti Associares.

but argued
that the
taller and
narrower
design
would not
allow the
larger floor
plates
necessary
for the
required
classroom
space. It
also argued
that the
increased

York University applied to BSA for a
variance to construct a six-story
building, to be called the Center for
Academic and Spiritual Life, at 58
Washington Square South in Man-
hattan.The 12,650 sq.ft. project site is
part of a 36,205 sq.ft. zoning lot that
includes NYU's eleven-story Kimmel
Center for University Life. The proj-
ect site was formerly occupied by the
Catholic Center of NYU's Holy Trini-
ty Chapel, which the Archdiocese of
New York demolished before selling
the land to NYU in May 2009.

NYU’s plan calls for an 88-foot
building with no setbacks that would
connect to the Kimmel Center on the
second through fifth floors, allowing
NYU to integrate the Kimmel Cen-
ter’s food service and kitchen space
with the new building. The building
would house a new Catholic Center
at NYU in the first floor and provide
space for twenty classrooms accom-
modating 25 to 125 persons each and
acoustically-isolated music rooms.
NYU needed a variance because the
designviolates the area’s R7-2 zoning
regulations, including requiring a
twenty-foot setback after reaching a
maximum street wall height of 60
feet or six stories, whichever is less.

At BSA, NYU claimed that
because of the lot’s shallow irregular
shape, a non-complying design was
necessary to meet its operational
needs. NYU submitted a complying
design for an eleven-story building,

March 15, 2010

 number of
floors would prevent an efficient cir-
culation of students and staff within
the building and between the Kim-
mel Center and the building.

Preservation groups and resi-
dents opposed the application.
Manhattan Community Board 2 rec-
ommended disapproval, stating that
itwas notsatisfied with the building’s
aesthetics. The Greenwich Village
Society for Historic Preservation
argued that NYU did not establish its
programmatic needs. The group also
cited concerns about the building’s
overall scale and the potential effects
of shadows on the nearby Judson
Memorial Church.

BSA granted the variance,
pointing out that NYU'’s massing
studies indicated that the proposed
rectangular design without setbacks
would be more in character with
nearby buildings than a building
with the required setbacks. BSA
added that NYU’s environmental
assessment concluded that the
building would cast less shadow
on Washington Square Park and
the church than a complying alter-
native. Noting the opposition’s con-
cerns about the building’s architec-
tural details, BSA stated that such
concerns were outside the scope of
the variance.

BSA: 238 Thompson Street (239-09-B7)
(Feb. 9, 2010) (Elise Wagner, Kramer
Levin, for NYU) (Architects: Machado
and Silvetti Associates). GITYADMIN

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

Certificate of Appropriateness
Chelsea, Manhattan

West Chelsea rooftop
additions approved

Commissioners found additions’ visi-
bility appropriate for Chelsea and the
nearby High Line. On February 9,
2010, Landmarks approved 513 West
26th Street LLC’s proposal to con-
struct rooftop additions on three,
conjoined former factory buildings
at515 through 521 West 26th Street in
the West Chelsea Historic District.
The brick factory buildings, built
between 1911 and 1921, vary in
height from nine to three stories.

The applicant’s original pro-
posal, presented on October 20,
2009, included three rectangular
additions partially concealed by
raised parapets and set back ten feet
from the front facade and flush with
the rear facade. As originally pro-
posed, the additions featured
translucent, glazed curtain walls of
fritted glass which would be visible
from several vantage points, includ-
ing the High Line.

Shea Murdock, from Murdock
Young Architects, argued that visible
additions were appropriate for the
location because there would be dia-
logue between the activity inside the
glass structures and the activity on
the High Line. Manhattan Commu-
nity Board 4 opposed the proposal,
citing the additions’ visibility and its
use of glass. The Historic Districts
Council’s Nadezhda Williams said
the group objected to the unification
of three distinct buildings with iden-
tical rooftop additions.

The Commissioners reacted
positively to the proposal and con-
curred that visible additions were
appropriate for the district. The
hearing closed without a vote after
the Commission recommended
design revisions, including further
differentiating the additions, and
asked the architect to provide sam-
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Proposed rooftop additions for three former factory buildings at 515 through 521 West 26th Street in
Chelsea. Image: Courtesy of Murdock Young Architects.

ples of the glass to be used.

Atasubsequent hearing on Jan-
uary 12,2010, Murdock introduced a
honeycomb pattern to the exterior
glass, which would now be opaque.
The revised design staggered the
additions to alter their lateral align-
ment. The revised additions would
also set back from the rear facade,
while remaining flush with side
walls. The design included refacing
two of the buildings’ three exposed
brick sidewalls with a metal screen,
and adding stucco in order to further
distinguish the buildings.

Commissioner Stephen Byrns
found the proposal generally
approvable, but recommended that
the sidewalls be returned to brick.
Chair Robert B. Tierney asked the
applicants to work on the street-view
visibility of the additions.

At the February 9 hearing, Mur-
dock presented the final plan. It
included changing the additions’
facades to greenish glass with white
fritting and lowering each of their
heights from one to three feet. The
buildings’ sidewalls remained faced
with the varying materials.

Commissioner Margery Perl-
mutter praised the project as being
“a great approach to this historic
district.” Commissioner Pablo
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Vengoechea supported the design,
noting that it might be “crossing
the line between architecture and
sculpture.” Commissioner Diana
Chapin said a “funky, art-industrial
look” suited the district. Landmarks
voted unanimously to approve
the proposal.

LPC: 515-521 West 26th Street, Manhat-
tan (09-2511) (Feb. 9, 2010) (Architects:
Murdock Young Architects).

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

Designation
Midtown, Manhattan

Penn Club designated

Beaux-Arts style building once
housed Yale’s bachelor graduates, and
is currently occupied by the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania’s Penn Club.
On February 9, 2010, Landmarks
voted unanimously to designate the
former Yale Club at 30 West 44th
Street as an individual City land-
mark. Marc Eidlitz & Son built the
eleven-story Beaux-Arts style build-
ing in 1901. The firm of Tracy &
Swartwout designed the structure to
function as living, dining, and social

space for bachelor graduates of Yale
University. The Yale Club used the
building until 1915, when the club
relocated to a larger facility two
blocks away. The section of 44th
street between Fifth and Sixth
Avenues was known as “Clubhouse
Row” because, in addition to the Yale
Club, it hosted the Harvard Club, the
New York City Yacht Club, and the
City Club.

After the Yale Club vacated the
building, it housed the Delta Kappa
Epsilon fraternity until it passed
hands to the Army and Navy Club of
America. During World War II, the
U.S. Government purchased the
building, and used it for various pur-
poses until 1971 when it donated the
building to Touro College. The Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania bought the
structure in 1989, and it is currently
home to its Penn Club. The universi-
ty restored the building and built a
Helpern Architects-designed three-
story set back rooftop addition.

Landmarks warmly endorsed
the designation. Commissioner
Stephen Byrns described the build-
ing as a distinguished work of archi-
tecture with a “very rich palate of
materials,” and noted its interesting
history. Commissioner Joan Gerner
called the building “exquisite,” and

praised Penn’s “sensitive” restoration.

Former Yale Club, 30 West 44th Street,
Manbhattan (LP-2379) (Feb. 9, 2010).

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

Certificate of Appropriateness
Battery Park City, Manhattan

Battery Park’s Pier A
renovation plan approved

Commissioners praised overall plan
for long-dormant and dilapidated
landmarked building, but requested
modifications to its paint scheme.
On February 16, 2010, Landmarks
approved changes to a renovation
plan for Pier A, an individual City
landmark in Lower Manhattan’s Bat-
tery Park. In 1992, Landmarks issued
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